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SESSION 3

recap transliteration systems
conjunct consonants / ligatures
reading exercise
vowels



TRANSLITERATION
Harvard-Kyoto System
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TRANSLITERATION
Harvard-Kyoto



LIGATURES

Virāma:
dropping the short inherent a in consonant character
little line / stroke at the bottom of the character

क््  त््  ब्‌  ष््  च््  न््  ल्     



LIGATURES

horizontal
ligature:

vertical
ligature:

If two or more consonants follow one another immediately, they are written in
the form of a ligature (consonant combination symbol). The individual elements
of the ligature are more or less easy to recognize depending on the case. There
are two principles for writing ligatures:



LIGATURES
If the first or front consonant of the consonant combination does not have a
vertical line and instead has, for example, a short vertical stem at the top, to
which the distinctive element is suspended, the following consonant is
placed under the previous one without its horizontal line, i.e. the consonants
form a vertical ligature (positioning of consonant symbols one below the
other). 

                      ह््  h + ल la =  ह्ल  hla
                      द््  d +  व va  = द्व dva  



mpa

gya

jva

kya

ccha

tmya

LIGATURES
horizontal ligature:

vertical ligature:

ṭṭa

                     nna

                            kla

dma

dya

क््  k + क ka = क्क or  



LIGATURES

If श् ś is the front part of a consonant combination, then
with some subsequent consonants it has a variant form to
which the subsequent consonant is placed below:

regular:    श््  ś +  य  ya  =  श्य  śya
‘stacked’: श््  ś +  च  ca =  श्च  śca
                  श््  ś +   व va =  श्व  śva
                  



LIGATURES

special characters: jña: ज्ञ, kṣ a: क्ष, śra: श्र, kta: क्त 

Rakāra: r after consonant:        kra क्र, pra प्र , gra ग्र

Repha: r before consonant:     rka र्क  , rpa र्प , rga र्ग



LIGATURES

conjunct
consonants



NUMBERS
०    0      śūnya
१     1      ekaḥ
२     2      dvau
३     3      tryaḥ
४     4      catvāraḥ
५     5      pañca
६     6      ṣaṭ
७     7       sapta
८     8      aṣṭa
९     9      nava



READING EXERCISE 

ब



READING EXERCISE 



READING EXERCISE 



READING EXERCISE 



THE VOWELS

Take out your worksheets!


