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SESSION 3

transliteration systems
combining consonants with vowels  
reading exercise
next 13 characters 



TRANSLITERATION

The International Alphabet of Sanskrit Transliteration (IAST) is a
transliteration scheme that allows the lossless writing into latin
scripture of Sanskrit and related Indic languages.  
IAST is a widely used standard. 

It uses diacritics to disambiguate phonetically similar but not
identical Sanskrit glyphs. For example, dental and retroflex
consonants are disambiguated with an underdot.



TRANSLITERATION

ā   for long a
ī    for long i
ū   for long u 
ṃ  for nasalisations (Anusvara)
ḥ   for aspiration (Visarga)
ṛ    for ri (like in kṛṣṇa)
ṣ   for retroflex sh
ś   for sh (like in śiva)
ḍ   for retroflex d

... and so on.



TRANSLITERATION
Harvard-Kyoto
Compared to IAST, Harvard-Kyoto looks much simpler. It does not contain
any of the diacritic marks that IAST contains. Instead of diacritics, Harvard-
Kyoto uses capital letters. The use of capital letters makes typing in Harvard-
Kyoto much easier than in IAST but produces words with capital letters inside
them. 

ā  is A, ī is I, ṇ is N, ś is z, ḍ is D etc. 
kṛṣṇa is kRSNa, śiva is ziva, rāmāyaṇa is rAmAyaNa

https://www.sanskrit-lexicon.uni-
koeln.de/scans/MWScan/2020/web/webtc/indexcaller.php

https://www.sanskrit-lexicon.uni-koeln.de/scans/MWScan/2020/web/webtc/indexcaller.php
https://www.sanskrit-lexicon.uni-koeln.de/scans/MWScan/2020/web/webtc/indexcaller.php


CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

All vowels (except a, which are not at the beginning of a
word but follow a consonant,) are represented by diacritical
marks that modify the respective consonant
These diacritical marks are non-independent marks that
only appear together with a consonant
If a diacritical vowel-mark modifies a consonant, the
consonant no longer expresses the inherent vowel a



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

Example: 
Post-consonantal vowel u is expressed by a left-facing hook placed under
the consonant:   ु

If a consonant such as क ka is modified with this diacritical mark, the
resulting mark कु  is read as ku.



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

के
कै



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with ā (long a) consonants with i



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

The diacritical marks for i and ī contain an extension of the vertical
line above the consonant mark. 

It is particularly important to note that the diacritical mark for i,
namely ि, always comes before the consonant: िक  ki (not ik)

This is the only case where the order of sounds is not expressed by
the same order of characters.



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with ī (long i)consonants with i



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with u

The diacritical marks for the next three
vowels u, ū and ṛ consist of a hook placed
under the vertical line of the consonant
sign. 
Note that the hooks for u and ū, which are
reversed, are almost closed:    ु  and   ू   
while the hook for ṛ is open on the right
side:    ृ



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

Note that for two particular consonant signs, the vowel diacritics for
u, ū and ṛ are written not as a hook underneath, but as a hook next to
it.

Thus, the diacritical vowel signs for u and ū appear in conjunction with
the consonant sign र ra as a sign placed next to it: रु ru, रू rū. 

In the same way, the diacritical vowel sign for ṛ in conjunction with the
consonant sign ह ha appears in a special way as a sign placed next to
it: हृ hr.



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with ū (long u) consonants with ṛ 



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS

The diacritical marks of the four diphthongs e, ai, o and au consist of
a semi-arc (or two semi-arcs [or little strokes] ) above the consonant
sign, which is written from left to right so that it touches the vertical
line of the consonant sign or the additional vertical line after the
consonant sign: 

े ै    
e   ai   o   au 



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with e consonants with ai



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with o

Note the difference between the easily
confused signs for post-consonant ī and o

   की  kī  को ko



CONSONANTS WITH VOWELS
consonants with au



READING EXERCISE 



READING EXERCISE 



THE NEXT 13 CONSONANTS

Take out your worksheets!


