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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

iN this course

e read Sanskrit

e correct pronunciation of Sanskrit

e write Sanskrit

e 2 types of transliteration

e how to look up words in online dictionaries

® 3sanas, blija mantras, sutras etc.



ABOU | ME

e studied Religious Studies at CERES Institute at Ruhr-Universitat-Bochum

from 2010-2020

e Bachelor thesis: “Yoga — a religious practice through the ages” in 2015

e Master thesis: “Women in the Jain diaspora in the USA - Examination of

female role models based on the magazine ‘Jain Digest™ in 2020

e had 3 different Sanskrit teacher over the years

e read and partially t

ranslated: Kamasutra, Ramayana, sutras from the Pali

Canon (Buddhist |-
Gita, and more

ybrid Sanskrit), Paficatantra, Jain ritual texts, Bhagavad



N TRODUC TION

Session 1

e Why learn Sanskrit

e indo-european languages

e vedic and classical Sanskrit

e Panini: father of the Sanskrit grammar

e Devanagari alphabet overview
e the first 10 consonant letters



WHY LEARN SANSKRIT*?

e Sanskrit as a language is quite simply beautiful

e structure is complex enough to be interesting, but straightforward
enough to be manageable

e [t always is more rewarding to read a work of literature in its original
language

e much may be lost in translation: whole sentences or texts nearly

impossible to translate due to the the breadth of meaning of Sanskrit
words




WHY LEARN SANSKRIT*?

e Sanskrit is the language not just of the sacred writings of Hinduism
(and some of Buddhism and Jainism), but also of many other texts that
have greatly influenced Indian culture and society over the course of
more than two millennia

e Even with basic knowledge of Sanskrit you can see for yourselt
whether crucial words have not been translated appropriately



[ ANGUAGE FAMILY

nere does Sanskrit come from?
nich language family did it originate from?
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[ ANGUAGE FAMILY

nere does Sanskrit come from?
nich language family did it originate from?
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‘ Sanskrit belongs to the Indo-Germanic or Indo-European
anguage family.
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SPRACHFAMILIEN IN INDIEI

Indoarische Sprachen

I Drawidische Sprachen

B Austroasiatische Sprachen
B Tibeto-Birmanische Sprachen
[ ] Unklassifiziert
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SANSKRI T

Sanskrit ===p Samskrta
sam: together, perfected, good, well
krta: made, formed, work

It connotes a work that has been "well prepared, pure
and perfect, polished, sacred"



VEDIC AND CLASSICAL SANSKRIT

e The Sanskrit language developed from the Vedic language

e The Vedic language is the oldest form of the Indo-Aryan languages

e \edic is an archaic form of Sanskrit in which the four sacred Vedas were
written (Rig Veda, Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda)

e Sanskrit has long been spoken only by scholars and is therefore not
considered an active language, although there are individual villages where
the [anguage is spoken and there are efforts to revive Sanskrit




VEDIC AND CLASSICAL SANSKRIT

e The Vedas were transmitted ora
student or from parents to child

ly for more than 3000 years, from teacher to

‘en.

e The knowledge of the Vedas was considered to be sacred and powerful,
which is why they were not written down, even when writing already existed,
because people feared that this power could fall into the wrong hands

e The Bhagavad-Gita, Ramayana and the rest of the Sanskrit literature are
written in the language of classical Sanskrit




VEDIC AND CLASSICAL SANSKRIT

the difference between Vedic and Classical Sanskrit;

e VVedic stands out with its variety of forms (more declension and conjugation
endings)

e the use of Conjunctive, Aorist forms (indefinite past tense) etc.

e \Vedic still has the old musical accent in several of his works



PANINIAND THE GRAMMAR

e |n the 4th century BC, a grammar of Sanskrit was written by Panini

e he summarized the grammar of classical Sanskrit in almost four thousand

rules (sdtras [verses])

e |t is considered the oldest grammar in the world with the title Ashtadhyayi
“eight chapters”

e separated the word stems and suffixes of verbs and nouns and arrived at
clear representations




PANINIAND THE GRAMMAR

e |n the 19th century, it became known in European countries during the
British colonisation of India and stimulated grammar studies in other

anguages

e Ferdinand de Saussure, Leonard Bloomfield and other structuralists were
influenced by the work




THE GRAMMAR

e 3 case forms: e Three numbers (singular, dual, plural)
Nominative e Three genders: feminine, neuter and masculine
Accusative e 5 tenses: present, imperfect, future, aorist (a tense
nstrumental of the past), perfect
Dative e 5 modes: indicative, optative, imperative, precative
Ablative (optative in aorist) and conditional
Genitive e Active (Parasmaipada) and medium (Atmanepada;
Locative between active and passive) in all tenses

Vocative



THE GRAMMAR

e | ike German or Latin, Sanskrit is an inflected language, but it has a much

more extensive inflectional morphology than these

e for example, there are about 96 different forms of each verb in the present
tense in Sanskrit, but only about 29 in Latin and only about six in German

e Another special feature are the compounds, i.e. compound words that
would be connected with “and”

e [here are no articles in Sanskrit




SANSKRIT AND DEVANAGARI

The language is called Sanskrit

The scripture/alphabet is called Devanagari

meaning: nagari lipih = urban scripture
deva- = Deity, divine

A common translation is “Scripture from the City of the Gods”



SANSKRIT AND DEVANAGARI

e comparable to the Latin script used for the French, German, Spanish,
etc. languages

e also used in Hindi, Marathi etc. (some extensions)

e Devanagari emerged between the 7th and 11th century - much later

than the Sanskrit language

e the precursor of the Devanagari script is the Brahmi script

e the Devanagari script does not have capital letters

e the only punctuation marks are danda: |, Il (a stroke/bar)




DEVANAGARI ALPHABET

e One of the greatest achievements of the ancient Indian grammarians
was the establishment of a scientifically based alphabet

e [or every sound, there is one sign, and each sign always represents the
same sound

== Sanskrit is easier to read and write than English, where, for example,
there are several different ways of pronouncing the same letters
(thorough vs. through vs. tough),
and several different ways of writing the same sound
( /iz/ as in meal, thief, see, receive)



PRONUNCIA TION GRID

unvoiced voiced
unasp. aspirated unasp. aspirated

guttural % G| I o

(in the back of the throat) ka kha ga  gha

N S -

(tongue against hard palate) ca cha ja jha
. & <€ 4

(tongue up at soft palate) ta tha da dha
dental a “q q 15|

(tongue at the teeth) ta tha da dha

labial q b ! oq H
(with the lips) pa pha ba bha



Occlusives
Voiceless plosives

Voiced plosives

unaspirated  aspirated

unaspirated

aspirated

Velar q; Ka
Falatal a ca

Retroflex z ta

Labial q pa

Sonorants and fricatives
FPalatal Retroflex

N
Il i
\$  da

q da
d ba

Dental

] gna

Labial

Sonorants q ya { ra
Sibilants 5[ sa .q sa

Other letters

a ha E la

™ =
H sa

a va

Nasals

=
o8|
Jl
=
H

na

na

na

na

md



Vocals:

Diphthons:

Anusvara / Visarga:

R
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-
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au
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THE FIRS T 10 CONSONANTS

Take out your worksheets!



